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%] AREYOU
CONNECTED
TO RENNER?

Listed below are several ways to make sure you know what is going on at Renner and
in PISD:

Renner PTA E -mail Blast
The Renner PTA will keep you current with a weekly email blast. To sign up, go to the PTA website
and enter your email address.

The Mustang Messenger
Are you receiving this email from Renner each Friday? If not go to www.pisd.edu and click on the
enews icon and sign up for Renner and any other school your students attend.

Renner PTA Website

www.rennerpta.org will give you updated calendars and events going on at Renner. It will also give
you a list of board members to contact if you have questions or would like to become more involved.

The Renner Activity Line
Did you know that you can call the main number at Renner (469) 752-5800 and press 9 to get all of
the activities and events going on that week? This is updated every Sunday night.

Parent Portal

This is a new feature on the PISD website (www.pisd.edu). Last year only Parent Viewer was of-
fered as a way for parents to keep up with grades and absences in each class. Now there is a Li-
brary Link that accesses any online curriculum that PISD uses. Depending on the teacher, all of the
handouts and extra helps are available to parents and students. Some of the other features include
a current PISD calendar, announcements in the
Please take the time to see what all is available on this site.

Stay Connected to
Renner and Your
Child with Enews
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ﬁ The Principal 6s

By Bill McLaughlin, Renner Middle School Principal

Service to Others, Benefits for Middle School Students

Al dondot know what your destiny wi
among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found
t o s e Albed Schweitzer

One part of going through middle school is that the focus for your child suddenly becomes ve
much about the world revolving around them, and only them. This message gets reinforced on TV, n
and movies. lItis very easy sometimes to feel that we have lost the message that when you think ab
ers and doing something good for them, good things come back to you as well.

NOW

y -
NUSIC,

out oth

| was thinking about the idea of service to others as | listened to the descriptions of the individuals

who had been selected to receive the PTA Lifetime Member Award. The descriptions of these peop

painted a picture of people who give of their time, energy, and talents so that others will benefit. Whijle

these people are extraordinary for their dedication to others, | think there is a lesson and message th
can share with our children.

The first message is that you dondot have t
message for our kids is that you feel better about yourself when you help others first. Helping otherg
as small as caring enough about other people to reach out, be kind, and ask about them personally.

e

at we

0

can be
Edmu

Burke once said, fANobody made a greater mistake

tle. o At the other end of the spectrum, | ha

e ¢

area for students, volunteer to tutor, work with young students dealing with iliness, and organize fundraisers

for worthy causes, Jjust to name a few exampl g
small, getting your child to do something for someone else, without expecting anything in return, will
them in ways they never expected.

S .
help

My experience in working with students that volunteer matches the national statistics about their

grades. Students that volunteer and serve others do better in school. This is because they have a s

bnse of

accomplishment and the feeling that they have done something that made a difference. These posifjve ex-

periences and good feelings that are gained from this type of life experience carry over to aspects of
own lives. Grades are just one area where thateafidence gained from helping others benefits them
personally.

We are all busy, and sometimes it doesndt
take care of the things in our own life. While this is true, getting your child in the habit of serving and
unteering at school, your family, ngmofit organization, in your neighborhood or community will benefit
them as well. There is great joy in a middle school student when they see that smile they put on son
el seds face. In return they benefit as well
use their passion, skills, talents, and energy to do something good. The service they give to others
fit them in ways they never knew.
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"ﬁ" The Presidentds [Co
[ By Julie Myers, 2012012 Renner PTA President

As we look forward to a wonderful new year | hope each of you will set a goal to stay involved
connected at Renner to help your child reach his or her highest potential.

The volunteers at Renner were extremely busy in November and December. First, | would like
thankNadia Rahmanfor coordinating a wonderful Reflections Contest at Renner. We had many outst
entries from our talented students. Great job and lots of hard wbink! Winter Luncheon for the teachers
was held on Decembel"9 Sheryl Pidgeon and Julie KabeHid a wonderful job. | know the teachers and
staff really enjoyed itLeslie Hynedid an outstanding job with the Toys for Tots drive for the holidays.
Thank you to all the Renner families who participated in this outreach project. Your generosity is grea
preciated. The Science Fair was a huge success thanks to the efftatsaefRinkliff andMrs. Gunnels.
Thank you ta&Sam Clementwho provided food for the PISD Holiday Luncheon at the Administration Bu
ing on behalf of Renner. Once agMaggie Peck and Lori Gropperprovided an unbelievable Teacher
Treat Day. You could smell the goodies when you walked in the front office. Thank you to all of the v
teers who donated items for that day.

There are many events coming up in the next month or two. The calendar in this newsletter sh
events, but | wanted to highlight a fewhe Renner Roundtable will be on Monday February 27 at 6:30
p.m. in the library and is for incoming 6" grade parents If you have a 8 grader right now or know one
please let them know about this program. We will hdVgr@ders and some staff here to answer any qug
tions that parents or students might have. It is open to parents and students who will be attending Re
year. This will be our fourth year for this program and it has been a huge suétesswi | | have
Coffee on Thursday, February 27 at 9:30 a.mThis is a great time to connect with some Renner paren
and faculty. Itis very informative and has a time for questions and answers.

The Renner PTA has provided many wonderful items for the teachers through the Teacher Grz:
Program. The teachers and staff apply for these grants. They are programs or instructional aides for|
students that the teachers and staff feel will help them enrich the education experience for the Renne
There is a complete list of these grants on Page 8 of this issue.
| want to say thank you to all the PTA Board members for the 2011 2012 school year. You are an in-
credible team. The PTA Board is beginning to look for new members for the 20122013 team. If you
would like to join this dynamic and uplifting team, please contact me at president@rennerpta.org or Ji
Van Mater at parliamentarian@Rennerpta.org. Being a part of the PTA team will provide you an ex-
cellent opportunity to make a difference in the lives of all Renner students and another great way to g
more connected at Renner. Please read the interest finder which is included in this newsletter that prq
vides a brief description of each position and consider which position best suits your interests, talents

and time constraints. We are waiting for YOU!

As always, please contact me with any questions or suggestions.

Julie Myers
Renner PTA President
President@rennerpta.org
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Teacher Appreciation

Renner Winter Luncheon
On Friday, December 9, 2011, as we celebrate the holiday season, we delighted our wonderful Rennkr Staft

with our annual Teacher Appreciation Winter UYHunc
Bend.

MAGGIANO’S

Lrrrie Iravy

6001 West Park Boulevard, Plano, TX 75093 972 781776

(@}

We would |Iike to thank Mr. Roy Davi s, Maggi alno
Sales Coordinator.

In addition to this fabulous food, we delighted our amazing Renner Staff with drawings for items gengrously
donated by:

Maggianods ALittle Italyo

6001 West Park Blvd

Plano, TX 75093 Six, $10.00 gift cards

Walmart Superstore Plano

1700 Dallas Pkwy $25.00 gift card donation

Plano, TX 75093 (Used to purchase 7 beautiful Poinsettias)
Home Depot

6200 W. Park Blvd.

Plano, TX 75093 10 beautiful Poinsettias

Mi chael 6s Pl ano
801 W. 1%' Street Decorated 15 beautiful Poinsettias Cf\\
Plano, TX 75093

Gazebo Burger
6009 W. Parker Road Ste 165
Plano, TX 75093 Four, $10.00 gift cards




Teacher Appreciation

Super Target
2200 Dallas Pkwy
Plano, TX 75093 Three, $10.00 gift cards

Whiskey-Cake Restaurant
3601 Dallas Pkwy
Plano, TX 75093 One, $25.00 gift card

Blue Mesa Girill
8200 Dallas Pkwy
Plano, TX 75024 Four, $18.00 Sunday Bruch gift cards

Baker Brothers
6009 W. Parker Road, STE 125
Pl ano, TX 75093

Stands Grill on the Parkway
3645 Dallas Pkwy STE 561
Plano, TX 75093 $25 gift card

To the many Plano businesses that made these generous donations, we are most grateful. Home D
mart, Target and Michaels; your collaborative gifts to our staff created a joyous atmosphere filled with
gantly decorated poinsettias. Gift cards pro

epot, V!
ele-
vid

at Will ow Bend, Stanods GCake Restaunant weneainefpacted surarises that n d

delighted 35 fabulous Renner Staff. Please accept our sincere thanks for your desire to support our
nity by working with us to make this extraordinary luncheon possible.

We also want to thank all the Renner volunteers and the members of the Renner PTA for sponsoring
luncheon. Our teachers and staff work so hard and it was a wonderful ending to the first half of the y
them enjoy this beautifully decorated and delicious buffet.

Your time and effort help make our Plano schools the best they can be. Have a great holiday season
Happy New Year to come in 2012!

Julie Kabel and Sheryl Pidgeon
Teacher Appreciation echairs

commu
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PTA Teacher Grants

PROGRAM TITLE TEACHER COST
Math Club (puzzles, games, etc.) Sharilyn Garrett 317.1G
Leveled Readers from Oxford University Press for ESL Lori Rough 200.00
Science Motivators and Supplies Ellen Hurley 300.00
Scholastic Scope Magazine Lani Hughes 656.25
Positive Behaviors Interventions & Supports Matt Endsley 800.00
Spanish New Curriculum (resourcesanipulatives) Gloria Pienaar 299.37
US History Libby DeLeon 1,000.00
8th Grade Math Graphing Calculators Anne Schlinkman 380.40
Centralized Structured Classroom Elizabeth Cunninghan 332.00
\oices: An Oral History of November 22, 1963 Sara Andrade 875.00
IEit{::rlf-rade Field Trip to Science Museum & Hall of State at FE'BeLeon/Austin 3.500.00
Total PTA Grants Awarded 8,660.11

D

Visit the Renner School Store

Lost your pen or pencil?

cool novelties. Most items are under $1!

PTA.

Just want something fun and different?

Check out the great school supply items at the School Store. We
scented pencils and highlighters, erasers, pencil sharpeners and

Remember, the store is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Frida)
during lunch for the ¥ semester of the school year. Proceeds from
the store benefit the programs and grants sponsored by the Renn
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Renner Middle School PTA
Reflections 2011 0 2012 Results

N\

Theme: o Di ver si ty Means

The results are in for this year Refl ect]i

students did quite well. Congratul ations
Reflections program.
Purvi Contractor
6th, Award of Merit
Shreya Agarwala
6th, Award of Merit
Miracle Smith
7th, Award of Merit
Emily Eppig
7th, Award of Merit
Eric Chen
6th, Award of Merit
Nirali Thakor
8th, Award of Excellence
Natasha Rahman
6th, Award of Excellence
Eric Chen
6th, Award of Excellence
Andrew Gu
7th, Award of Excellence
Varun Kohli
6th, Award of Excellence
Varun Kohli
6th, Award of Excellence

Students who received an Award of Excellence will be invited to the Council
awards ceremony in AprilStudents who attend the ceremony will have their
names announced and walk across a stage to receive their riblgoa(gjll
receive your invitations in March 2012.

¢—|-O
P —
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Show Your Mustang Pride

The weather is getting cooler so it's time to purchase a Renner Pullover
Sweatshirt. All of our Renner Mustangs spirit wear items are available
now in the school store. Don't forget that Tuesdays are Spirit Day so shbw
your school spirit! Stop by the school store anytime during lunch (11 arml
1pm) to buy a new sweatshirtshirt or more! All prices include tax.

If paying by check, please make check pay-
able to Renner PTA and include your drivers
license information on the front of your check

For more information, please email Jeanne
Koepke, Spirit wear coordinator at

I
I
I
I
|
I
I
shirts@rennerpta.or@r call at 2144589812. |

~

Renner Supports Toys for Tots

During the last couple of weeks, Renner students and their families supportef th
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program with a New Toy Drive. The
Toys for Tots Program collects new, unwrapped toys from October through
December each year, and delivers the toys to less fortunate children in our cpmr
nity. 1 am happy to report that the New Toy Drive was a success! We receivEd
many donations, which will truly make a difference for children in our commuhity
during this Holiday Season. Thank you to all who participated!

We will have another Community Outreach project after the Winter Briedase
look for the details in upcomingraails from the Renner PTA.

Thanks again for all of your help!

Leslie Hyne
Community Outreach Coordinator
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Teacher Treats say Thank You!
By Maggie Peck & Lori Gropper

Thank you to the many Renner parents who donated during the first

emes-

ter for Teacher Treat day!!! The staff loved every bite! Our next Teacher Trgat
date is Thursday, February 16, so mark your calendars! And a BIG thank ypu in

advance!

\ It is so easy to participate. The treats can be homemade or store boy

(}JJ(" . .
VLk; Treats can be sweet (cookies, brownies, cupcakes, coffee cakes), or salty (¢
B“' and dips, pretzels, crackers, meat and cheese, or healthy (fruit, veggie trays

ght.
hips
. The

teachers love to have a wide variety. Just drop off your treat at the front office by

8: 30 | abeled fiTeacher Treat W
posable containers would be best but if you leave a serving our next
you need returned, just put your name on the bottom and wé
wash it and leave it at the front desk by the end of the day for you to pick up. You mg Teacher
send your treat with your student as they come to school in the morning. We will take
from there. We decorate the Teachers Lounge based on the season and create a yu Treat date
looking spread with your donated treats. We will also display the names of the team
bers who participate each time. You do not have to participate every six weeks, just is

ever is convenient for your schedule.

We will send out an email reminding our volunteers a week before the upcomii Thursday,
treat day. Just let us know you are bringing something and what it might be. As you
imagine, it takes a lot of treats to feed over 110 teachers and staff! If you are interest February
joining the Teacher Treats team for the upcoming school year, contact Maggie Peck
Gropper ai ] We would | ove to have 16th [

Casserole volunteers needed

We have an amazing staff at Rennesthow them you
care by providing one (or more!) of the staff members
with a casserole during Staff Appreciation Wedk.

you have not already signed up to bring a casserole -
May 9th, it's not too latePlease contact Michelle Sta
pleton at casseroles@rennerpta.dfg/ou don't like

to cook, we will have a vendor available to order
from! More details (including staff assignments) will
be provided to all casserole volunteers in late January/
early February.

am - - e . . .
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PTA Life Members

#1 1 COAOOI AOET T O Ol
2011-2012
TEXAS PTA LIFE MEMBERS

The Texas PTA Life Membership Award is one of the highest
honors that is presented to individuals for their outstanding

service to children and youth. A life membership recognizes
those who have given of their time and ability in the interest Ofl
young people in Texas. The Renner PTA is proud to recognizeI
our newest Life Members:

N

byerychild. onevoice.”

Kim Brown
Judith Grace
Sheryl Pidgeon
Leigh Ann Thompson

Science Fair News

We are so proud of all of our Renner Science Fair participants!

Congratulations to the following students for winning awaréli!1st and 2nd place
winners have qualified to represent Renner in both the PISD District Science F
the Dallas Regional Science Fair.

Honorable Mention 2™ Place 1% Place

Kate Clement Jarod Stone Tiasha Joarder
Noah Goble Parakh Jaggi Nirali Thakor
Aakriti Gaur Rachel Friedman

Nadja Marshall Jay Anand Grand Prize
Connor Digan

Ethan Starr Ryan Pearlman Nirali Thakor
Sohan Date

Erin Seals

Emma Cussatt




fir and

PAGE 13

YEARBOOKS ARE ON SALE!

If you have not bought a yearbook for your child, now is the time to do
it! The yearbook is $30.00vou can order a yearbook online at josten-

syearbooks.com OR you can send your child to Ms. Slater in room 41
get an order formThe deadline for ordering a yearbook is January

later!!

Renner events, activities, organizations, eétcMs. Slater.You can send pictures via

you for all of your help and support in creating a great Renner yearbook!

27th, but why wait?? Order one no

Want to see YOUR child in the yearbook? Send pictures of your children participating in

email tohaley.slater@pisd.ecar you can send them to school with your child to give The
Ms. Slater via photo cd or jump driv&he more pictures, the better the yearbodklank

Technology Recycling

Help Renner Recycle
Cell Phones Laptops, PDAs
& HP Cartridges for $$$!

Thank you to everyone who has sent used cell phones, PDAs and HP

ink jet cartridges to Renner for recycling! We will continue to recycle these jtems
throughout the school year. So keep Renner in mind when you replace or upgrgde you

technology.

HP Ink and Laser Jet Cartridges

Send yourempty HP ink and laser jet cartridgpkced in a plastic bag/baggie. YTur
unda).

student can put them in the designated container in the CTA Office (by the ro
For each empty HP inkjet cartridge we recycle, Renner rec8b®<Laserjet pricep
vary).

Cell Phones, Laptops and PDAs

deadline
for
ordering
a

yearbook
5

January
27th

l
l
t'
)
|
l
l
|
l
l

We are also asking you to recycle your used cell phone, laptop and PDA throligh thel
school. When you upgrade, send your old item in a plastic bag to school. Renper will I

make money for everything we recycle. Visihttp:/cartridgesforkids.com/

pricesframe.htmio see what your item is worth in this recycle program!
Questions? Contact Tom Pittman, Renner CTA, at (4695858.
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